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A SHORT HISTORY OF GUNPOWDER
Ding lJing
Abstract

Gunpowder is one among the four great inventions of ancient China.
Primitive powder compositions and the descriptions of their deflagrating
capability could be found in the writings of alchemists of ca.eighth century,
They were used for military ends since the tenth century. In the book {wu
Jing Zong YaoY»({Essentials of Military Principles) there are recorded three
“hou yao fa"(powder recipes). These are among the earliest military powder
compositions that can be found in the history. It was the era of great deve -
lopment of firearms during the period of eleventh to fourteenth century. At
the time of mid- thirteenth century, the well -developed gunpowder tech -
nology offered both explosives of high brisance and good propellants. T here
were many writings in the Ming Dynasty on the subject of gunpowder.Mao
Yuanyi and Song Yingxing tried to relate phenomenologically the components
and their percentages with the performance of gunpowder. In his book¢ Lun
Qi»(€On Gases))Song Yingxing is the first one who described scientifically
the nature and the effect of blast wave Knowledge of the gunpowder diffu-
sed from China to Europe via the Arabian countries. Account of any real
application in Europe of ‘the gunpowder was not found in the literature until
the fourteenth century.



